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Fleas:  Your pet’s itching to get rid of them 
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Dealing with a flea problem is often one of the most important and pressing things that 
people want to do for their pets and themselv es.   H istoric ally ,  this has meant u sing liberal 
amou nts of v ariou s insec tic ides on y ou r pet,  home,  and y ard.   T hank fu lly  times hav e 
c hanged and effec tiv e flea c ontrol has nev er been easier or safer.  
 
F leas  are small,  brown,  wingless insec ts,  whic h feed on blood from dogs,  c ats,  and 
hu mans.   A  single pair of fleas c an produ c e more than six  thou sand eggs in j u st fou r 
week s.   T he eggs hatc h into larv ae,  whic h feed on organic  matter in the env ironment and 
then spin a remark ably  strong protec tiv e c oc oon.   I n as little as six teen day s from being a 
newly  laid egg,  the adu lt flea emerges from the c oc oon.   F or ev ery  adu lt flea on y ou r dog 
or c at there are 1 0 0 -2 0 0  immatu re fleas in v ariou s stages in y ou r hou se and/ or y ard.   
F leas c an also c arry  tapeworm eggs that when ingested by  y ou r pet,  release the eggs,  
whic h infec t y ou r pet.  
 

Th e Mi ram onte F lea C ontrol P lan 
 

R ev olu ti on ( selamec tin)  – T his is a non-pestic ide monthly  spot on treatment.   B esides 
k illing fleas,  R ev olu tion protec ts dogs and c ats from heartworm,  some tic k s ( on label,  
bu t not shown to be effec tiv e) ,  and mange and ear mites.   R ev olu tion is safe for u se on 
pu ppies and k ittens as y ou ng as six  to eight week s of age and bathing does not affec t 
effic ac y .   F or those animals that need a c ombination of flea and heartworm c ontrol,  
R ev olu tion is a c onv enient and effec tiv e c hoic e.  
 
P rog ram  ( lu fenu ron)  – T his is a non-insec tic idal medic ation whic h effec tiv ely  attac k s 
the egg,  larv al,  and ny mph stages of flea dev elopment.   P rogram is giv en orally  onc e a 
month to y ou r pet with a small snac k .   T he medic ation mak es its way  throu gh the body  
and into the sk in where it is ingested by  feeding adu lt fleas.   O v er a 3 -5  month period,  
P rogram radic ally  dec reases the flea popu lation by  disru pting the formation of their 
ex ternal sk eletons and eggshells.   F or c ats,  P rogram is also av ailable as an inj ec tion 
giv en ev ery  six  months.   F or c u rrent patients,  a v eterinary  nu rse c an administer the 
inj ec tion withou t an appointment.   P rogram,  administered y ear rou nd to all dogs and/ or 
c ats in the hou sehold is effec tiv e flea prev ention.   H owev er,  if immediate flea c ontrol is 
needed,  then A dv antage or F rontline shou ld be u sed for the first three months.   
S e n t i n e l  ,  a c ombined presc ription produ c t of P rogram and I nterc eptor ( milbemy c in 
ox ime) ,  prov ides flea c ontrol with the heartworm prev ention of I nterc eptor.   S entinel 
is rec ommended for dogs that do not need tic k  c ontrol prov ided by  R ev olu tion and/ or 
immediate flea c ontrol.  
           C ontinu ed � 



 
 
 
A d v antag e ( imidoc loprid) ,  F rontli ne ( fipronil)  and P r o m e r i s  ( metaflu miz one)  – 
T hese three produ c ts are monthly  spot on treatments with v ery  effec tiv e residu al ac tiv ity  
and low tox ic ity  c onc erns.   A  small v olu me of flu id is applied onto the sk in and u tiliz es 
the oils on the sk in to trav el ov er the su rfac e of the body  ov er a 2 4 -4 8  hou r period.   
A dv antage k ills adu lt fleas for 3 -4  week s whereas F rontline and P romeris are also 
effec tiv e against tic k s.   F rontline and P romeris remain effec tiv e after bathing and 
swimming while A dv antage c an be bathed off.   T hese produ c ts are best u sed to prov ide 
immediate relief for flea allergic  animals or on animals with freq u ent ex posu re to new 
flea popu lations or tic k s.   M onthly  u se du ring the warm weather months is espec ially  
important,  as that is when fleas are most abu ndant.   H eartgard and S entinel are 
rec ommended in addition to these produ c ts if heartworm prev ention is needed as well.    
 
C om f orti s  ( spinosad)  – T his is a new flav ored c hewable tablet that k ills adu lt fleas 
and is only  av ailable for u se in dogs.   I t work s q u ic k ly ,  and lasts for one month.   S inc e 
Comfortis is tak en orally ,  it does not wash off the sk in,  nor does it leav e a residu e.   
M any  dog owners c hoose this produ c t bec au se it eliminates the ex posu re of topic al 
insec tic ides to the hou sehold.  
 
E nv i ronm ental c ontrol – B y  following the abov e rec ommendations appropriate for 
y ou r pet’ s flea problem no env ironmental insec tic ide u se is needed ( e. g.  spray s,  foggers,  
etc ) .   V ac u u ming arou nd the hou se,  and washing y ou r pet’ s bedding will help to remov e 
flea eggs and larv ae in the env ironment.  
 
F lea c ontrol s af ety – W hile this artic le promotes the u se of safe flea c ontrol,  all flea 
c ontrol produ c ts are potentially  tox ic  or may  produ c e u nex pec ted side effec ts.   T ox ic ity  
may  resu lt from ac c idental ov erdose or u nex pec ted sensitiv ity .   K nown side effec ts,  
partic u larly  to the organo-phosphate pestic ides,  are v omiting,  diarrhea,  drooling,  
slu ggishness,  weak ness,  or abnormal behav ior.   I f y ou  su spec t that y ou r animal is 
reac ting adv ersely  to a flea c ontrol produ c t,  stop u sing the produ c t and c onsu lt y ou r 
v eterinarian immediately .   I f the reac tion oc c u rs immediately  after applic ation,  the 
produ c t shou ld be rinsed off thorou ghly ,  and the animal brou ght to the v eterinarian for 
ev alu ation.   A dv erse reac tions may  oc c u r from minu tes to day s following applic ation.   
I nsec tic ides c an be tox ic  to people:  all produ c ts shou ld be handled c arefu lly ,  av oiding 
direc t c ontac t as mu c h as possible.   K eep all produ c ts ou t of the reac h of c hildren and 
please read all pac k aging materials fu lly .  
 
F l e a  c o n t r o l  i s  b e c o m i n g  e a s i e r  a n d  s a f e r .   Y o u r  v e t e r i n a r i a n  c a n  a s s i s t  y o u  i n  
s e l e c t i n g  t h o s e  f l e a  c o n t r o l  m e a s u r e s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  y o u r  p e t ’ s  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  
l e v e l  o f  f l e a  i n f e s t a t i o n .  
 
 


